
  

 

OCTOBER 2021 
The Symbol of St. Luke 

135th Anniversary     1886-2021 

 

135TH ANNIVERSARY ORGAN CONCERT 
The 46 rank St. Lucas organ will be featured as these two ac-

complished organists delight us with their musical gifts. Mi-

chael is a former St. Lucas organist, currently serving as Di-

rector of Music and Organist at First United Methodist Church, 

London, OH and David is the Co-Owner of Renaissance Pipe 

Organ Co., which maintains our instrument, and Organist of First Presbyterian 

Church of Ann Arbor.  Both organists are donating their time with us, so a free will collection may 

be taken for the St. Lucas Organ Fund. Following the concert, we invite you to an elegant wine 

and hors d'oeuvre reception in the lower church sanctuary.  IF ATTENDING THE RECEPTION 

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE VACCINATED, IF MEDICALLY ABLE 

THIS EVENT WILL ALSO BE LIVE STREAMED AT  

www.facebook.com/StLucasLutheranChurch/ 
 

135TH ANNIVERSARY UNITY WORSHIP  

SERVICE & DINNER    OCTOBER 31   10:00AM 

Join us at a unity worship service 10am on October 31 as we cele-

brate 135 years of serving Jesus in the near south end of Toledo.  We 

will welcome synodical bishop Daniel Beaudoin as our guest preacher 

for the day.  We will have a full catered dinner in the gym following 

the service.   Dinner will include choice of chicken or meatballs with a vegetarian/gluten free op-

tion, mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, salad and anniversary cake.    Please call 419 -243-

8189 to make a reservation for the dinner.  Please be vaccinated if medically able to attend the 

dinner.  The 10am unity service is the only worship service that weekend.  We will return 

to our normal 3 service schedule the following week.  

THIS EVENT WILL ALSO BE LIVE STREAMED AT  

www.facebook.com/StLucasLutheranChurch/ 

Michael Schreffler  

of Columbus, Ohio 
David Hufford of   

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Rev. Daniel Beaudoin, Bishop 

OCTOBER EVENTS CELEBRATE ST. LUCAS 135TH ANNIVERSARY 
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Pastoral Acts  
Pastor Martin E. Billmeier 

ANNUAL MEETING WILL  HELD ON OCTOBER 17, 2021 

IN THE MAIN SANCTUARY.  BE SURE TO COME. 

THERE WILL BE NO DINNER DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS 

     The first of our 135th anniversary events is completed.  Oktoberfest was fun and a great outreach to our neighbors.  Diane 

Porter, pictured below with me ,  sat at an “Evangelism Table” where she shared information on the ministries of St. Lucas and 

greeted our neighbors.   We do the same sort of thing at Pridefest and most recently at the Barrio Latino Art Festival last summer.  

I think it is a good thing to do and I love sitting at the table, when I do it, and meeting people.  But I don’t know that I can say a 

single person has come to St. Lucas because we handed out our literature and gave away prizes at a table.  What I have ob-

served over the years is that people met through and invited into ministries—to help with the thrift shop, Cindy’s Corner, choir, 

healing team and such—are the most likely to become full members of the community of faith.  It’s through their relationship with 

present members that most new members come. 

     So, who can you invite to join you in a ministry?  Or, to come to church?  We do have a 135th anniversary organ concert, anni-

versary service with dinner, healing weekend and healing night coming up in October.  People are loved into the church most of-

ten, not convinced of anything by a flyer.  Have you noticed that lately I have been praying most Sundays that God will bless our 

stewardship and our evangelism, that God will turn us into an even more vibrant community of stewards and evangelists.   At the 

heart is our love for Jesus, who has called  each of us to serve in this time at this place.  So, I guess that what we are praying for 

in that petition I mentioned, is that we will become better lovers of people into Christ Jesus.  (Yes, we love them into the Lord!) 

We have experienced the love of God through Jesus; a love that sees us through our times of deepest woe and grief.  We have 

experienced Jesus, who shows us that a life rooted in God is the richest life we can lead on earth.  That’s something to share. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

SUNDAY    OCTOBER 17, 2021    NOON    MAIN SANCTUARY   

COME TO THIS IMPORTANT MEETING 

ST. LUKE HEALING SERVICE WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 17 

HEALING TEAM IN SANCTUARY FOR HEALING PRAYER  

ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19  6:00 PM 
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St. Lucas 135th Anniverary  

March 21, 1886—March 21, 2021 

We had a wonderful time at Oktoberfest.  Our thanks to all the folks who volunteered to plan and present this event.  A special 

thanks to 135th anniversary chair, Sharon Stofan, and to committee members Dan Markley, Ken  Sikorski, John Mensing and 

Diane Porter for their leadership.  Clockwise from  top left: Judy Pfaffenberger of St. John’s, Erie St. was in the spirit of Oktober-

fest; the view down Frank St., was busy; Ron Lang, also dressed for Ok-

toberfest started us out with alphorn tunes; a gaggle of  St. Lucas members 

enjoy the sun.  More Oktoberfest pictures on pp. 6 & 8 

OKTOBERFEST 
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Acts of Education 
by Sharon Schaefer, Sunday School Correspondent 

Love, Learn, and Serve God 

Sunday School   Due to the coronavirus pandemic the St. Lucas Sunday School will not have classes until January of 

2022.  We are offering at all three worship services a “young people’s time” led by Jamie Dauel, which is a lesson 

specifically geared to our younger faith community members.  See opposite page for a young peoples lesson in the 

Acts. We encourage adults who are able to make sure your young persons watch that part of the weekend 

livestream or bring them to in person worship.   Please pray for our children and youth.  Also pray for our Educa-

tion Ministry at St. Lucas, that the Lord will bless and prosper us in forming the faith of the next generation.   

OCTOBER THRIFT SHOP SCHEDULE 

ALL TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS     EVERY TUESDAY  Deb Hurley 

Yvonne Reed & Hildegard Ruelke                                 EVERY THURSDAY Susan Lang    

Change of seasons 

We long for   
Days, when they seem 

To slip away  
Slide quietly into us 

But we transform at all times 
Because we long to be 

 

     Austrian poet and novelist, Rainer Maria Rilke, 1875
-1926, “The only journey is the one within,” was recog-
nized as one of the most lyrically intense German lan-
guage poets (Wikipedia).  The poem above is widely circulated.  I received it on a German birthday card in 2021 
from my friends, Paul and Barbara Bauer.  
 

     “Earth is programmed for life and the renewal of life,” was part of our pastor’s homily on 6/13/21.  I wrote down 
only those words from his sermon that day and have been encouraged by them ever since.  As natural world ob-
servers, we all see constant, continual, obvious change.  Pardon the sports analogy (our culture has SO many of 
them), isn’t it true, that we all have done nothing but pivot for the last couple years?  Let’s go this way!  No, we bet-
ter go this way!  Church is open for in person worship!  No, church cannot be open for in person worship!  No one 
seems to be social distancing in the crowded baggage pick -up area at the Detroit Airport – better go over there 
where there are a few people who are without making a big deal of it.  The greeter at the store without a mask is a 
lot more trusting than I am of our fellow humans.  Longing for live music but concerned how many people might 
show up to enjoy it with us? An unforeseen wish list item to prefer a small crowd.  We had never heard the words 
“breakthrough Covid or Covid variant” until recently.  Not words that I actually wanted to hear or learn about, but 
then we have to, right?  In order to follow our own program for life and the renewal of life, there are so many issues 
that we come face to face with on a daily basis, “But we transform at all times because we long to be.”  
 

     Change of Season points me in the direction of those wonderful words in Ecclesiastes:  “There is a time for eve-
rything, and a season for every activity under heaven.”   (from Ecclesiastes 3)  
*************** 
Exciting times at St Lucas in October of 2021!  Many meaningful activities are available to us:  food, fun, live music, 
an organ concert with Michael Schreffler and David Hufford, personal interactions with Bishop Daniel Beaudoin at 
the end of the month!  Bless your October and all of your transformations!  
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More Oktoberfest Pictures 

Clockwise from top left: The petting zoo was a big hit with 

kids; Manuela, our friend from Cindy’s Corner, volunteered 

to help kids paint pumpkins; Emmit Williams and Shandon-

na Flunder wowed us with their music; Ken Sikorski serving 

up brats, while Barb Beaverson, Sharon Stofan and Chris 

Lease do their best impression of faith, hope, and charity; 

one of Emmitt’s friends took the mike near the end of Ok-

toberfest, he had some pipes! 
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CINDY’S CORNER MINISTRIES  
 

                                         OCTOBER 2021    

  

     We would like to remind people that everyone must have their COVID Vaccination card with them in order to sit 

down to eat at the café.  This is for the safety of our staff and other guests.  Unvaccinated people may take ad-

vantage of the food pantry when we serve on Thursdays.  If you  still need your COVID 

vaccine, Rite Aid at Broadway and South will administer the vaccine at no cost and no ID 

needed.  

 

     Please remember all the victims of Hurricane Ida.  95 people died due to the hurri-

cane.  Remember the families of the people who perished in this frightful hurricane.   

 

This month’s volunteer is Angie Basilius.   She has been working short-handed for a while, 

but she just keeps going.  Angie is our own Energizer Bunny! We love you, Angie, so 

much! When you see her at church, tell her how much she is loved and appreciat-

ed! Thank you, Angie for all you do for Cindy’s Corner!         

 

     St. Lucas Cindy’s Corner will be assisting with the 135th anniversary Oktoberfest, too.  

We hope folks will join us in Oct. 2, 11-3pm.   

                                
 
 
 
                               by volunteer Joy Huener 

St. Lucas 

Angie has been working in the 

kitchen, we think, 

since the church’s 

founding in 1886.        

        Thanks Angie!   

On September 28 the St. Lucas Cindy’s Corner Café served homemade vegetable soup, 

Egg salad sandwich,￼ tossed salad,￼ Pie or brownies, any choice of milk juice and 

coffee.  As you can see, the fall decorations are up. 
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Still More Oktoberfest Pictures 

 
 

 

Clockwise from top left: this young man loved the 

petting zoo (photo used with parent permission); 

Gary Stofan & Barb Beaverson helped serve up 

food; Sharon Olmstead calling bingo; more than 

just the kids enjoyed the petting zoo, so did 

George Pfaff & Steve Hudson; we told you the 

petting zoo was popular (with Gary Upshaw in 

black, right, assisting; Ken Sikorski and Dan Mar-
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DARTBALL IS BACK! 

Welcome everyone to a new  

season. No league fees  
 

Oct   4   St. Lucas @ St. Petri 

Oct  18  St. Mark @ St. Lucas 

Nov   1  St. Lucas @ Messiah 

Nov 15  1st St John #2 @ St. Lucas 

Nov 29 Trinity @ St. Lucas 

Dec   6 1st St John @ St. Lucas 

Dec  20 St. Lucas—bye 

Jan  17 St. Petri @ St. Lucas 

Jan  31 St. Lucas @ St. Mark 

Feb   7 Messiah @ St. Lucas 

Feb  21 St. Lucas @ 1st St John @2 

Feb  28 St. Lucas @ Trinity 

Mar 7 Tournament 7pm @ First St. John 

Mar  14  St. Lucas @ 1st St John 

Apr   4 St. Lucas—bye 

Apr 25 Banquet @ Trinity Time TBA 

For info: bobhaar36@mail.com or  

Text 419-250—9409 

BEA’S VIEW 

CONGRATULATIONS to Deb Ault and Carol Gwin who 

were united in marriage in Battle Creek, Michigan at 

the Southern Exposure Herb Farm.  If you look closely 

you can see the clergyperson who conducted the cer-

emony reflected in the mirror behind them.   

Joyce Mease snapped this beautiful picture of the rose 

window framed below by organ pipes, a reminder of the 

rich architectural and  musical heritage of St. Lucas. 
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Say a prayer for each of these  

                  couples on their special day. 
 

Roy and Vicki Deeds  10 

Dino & Sally Ortiz   20 

Dan and Faith  Wolfram  20 

Ron and Kathy Carver  28 

  HAPPY  OCTOBER                   

ANNIVERSARY! 

Happy October 

Birthday 
       Say a prayer for each of 

these on their special day.   
 

Rosetta Steinmiller   1   

Joe Carriel   2 

LaVonda Rodgers  6 

Anna Ponce   8 

Gary Stofan              10 

Angeline Basilius  12 

Karen Flowers  13 

Kate Gladieux  19 

Marilyn Popkin  19   

Annette Mason  21 

Rick Mason   21 

Gary Walton   22 

Sharon Stofan          25 

GENERAL FUND REPORT  
 

Aug 1  Balance          $  (6,680.63) 

Receipts        12,317.23 

Disbursements               (17,255.77) 

Aug 31  Balance             (11,619.17)   

Bal. last year                     4,489.65 

St. Lucas Cindy’s Corner  

Gifts/Expenses  

Aug 1 Balance              $     16,124.04  

Receipts                                 2,082.00 

Disbursements                      (1,706.61) 

Aug 31 Balance     $       16,499.43 

Bal. Last Year                 3,035.67 

OCTOBER WORSHIP SERVANTS 

4:00 Elder     Janice Lydic  

9:00 Elder     Yvonne Reed 

10:30       Lector   Jill Hojnacki 

Elders      Dan Markley 

                 Mike Biscay 

    Annette Mason 

Oct 31st only   Faith Wolfram 

Head Ushers    Gary Walton 

                         Marc Smith 

Acolyte Annette Mason 

Camera: 4pm Steve Seaton 

               9am Gary Stofan 

        10:30am Sarah Sigurdson/Steven Junge 

Summer Appeal Gifts 
As of September 28, 2021 

New Bal.    $  27,040.00 

ST.  LUCAS PRAYER LIST  

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE 

IN YOUR PRAYERS Jody Steuer, 

Randy Hyter, Sharon Olmstead, 

Cindy Kirk,  Lorraine Willoughby, 

Gwen Steele, Phil Chambers, 

Mary Good, Joyce Mason, Rose 

Steinmiller, Russ Wells, Christy Lazaris, Bill 

Granger, Cheryl Ivy Jones, Carl Hischka, 

Frank Zarnoch, Roger Druckemiller 

Sympathy & Prayers 

     We offer our sympathy and prayers 

for Hildegard Ruelke and family at the 

death of her husband Adolf.  The funeral service and 

burial were private on Sep-

tember 23 from Newcomer 

on Laskey.  We will miss 

Adolf.  Viele Haende, 

schnelles Ende.  “Many 

hands make light work.”  Into 

Jesus’ hands we commend 

him. 



11 

 

Applying Bible Principles Stewardship Message 

Our giving to God is to be done voluntarily. 

 
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,  

not reluctantly or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 

     General Norman Schwarzkopf once recalled when he was the Assistant Commander for Per-

sonnel at the Pentagon. He had been in this assignment for two weeks when his superior left for 

an eight-week trip to the Orient. General Schwarzkopf expressed concern about his ability, even 

as a major general, to handle this new responsibility. His superior told him to follow “Rule 13.” 

When Schwarzkopf asked what “Rule 13” was, his superior told him, “When given command, take 

charge.” “But what if I don’t know what to do?” asked Schwarzkopf. The reply was that he should 

follow “Rule 14 - Do what is right.” 

 

     Sometimes Christians are in a similar predicament, especially concerning actions based on 

feelings. We do many things in the Christian life because they are “right,” not because we neces-

sarily want to do them or feel like doing them. Nowhere is this more true than concerning our giv-

ing. Even when perhaps we do not feel like giving, mature Christians give because doing so is 

“right” and because God has motivated our hearts to give.  

 

     Unfortunately, some people follow the life principle of giving only when they feel like it. The 

problem is that they seldom feel like it. Oh, they might give to a special project now and then or 

respond to a special need that appeals to them. Otherwise, though, they usually fail to give un-

less they happen to feel like it.  

 

     In some ways, such individuals who give only when they feel like it fit Abraham Lincoln’s de-

scription of those who achieve financial success but little else in life. “Financial success,” he once 

said, “is purely metallic. The person who gains it has four metallic attributes: gold in his palm, sil-

ver on his tongue, brass in his face, and iron in his heart.”  

 

     “In contrast,” writes Randy Alcorn, “the Macedonian believers begged ‘us earnestly for the 

privilege of sharing in this ministry [giving] to the saints’ (2 Cor. 8:4). When we catch a vision of 

God’s grace, we will give according to our duty, yes, but far more, we will give beyond our duty, 

voluntarily captivated by the grace of our ever-giving Lord.” 
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October 2021 

The Acts of St. Lucas Newsletter 

AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME  - adopted 1999 

In accord with the gospel of Jesus Christ St. Lucas welcomes all. By this we mean we extend the radical welcome of Jesus 

Christ to people of every age, race, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic level, mental health diagnosis, 

recovery status, education level, or previous religious experience to participate in the sacramental life and work of our con-

gregation. 

Worship & Sunday School Times 

Saturdays:   4:00 p.m.            
Sundays:   9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.   
Sunday School:   10:00 a.m. Sept. to May 
Wednesdays: 11:45 a.m.—Wednesday Chapel 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion and healing rite 
are offered at all services. 

 

Mission and Vision 
 

ST. LUCAS PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
 

The people of St. Lucas Lutheran Church invite and welcome everyone to 
enter and feel God’s presence. 

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
 

1. We believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior. 
2. We embrace diversity and welcome all unconditionally. 
3. We commit to live God’s Word and share the Good News. 
4. We strive for closer relationship with God and each other. 
5. We demonstrate compassion and forgiveness through open     
 hearts and open minds.   
 

**Handicap Accessible Building** 
Elevator Next to Handicap Parking on Walbridge Ave. 

Please come dressed as you are…ALL ARE WELCOME  

Parish Staff 
Martin E. Billmeier, Pastor 
Georgia Steele, Office Manager 
Jamie Dauel, Organist 
Ron Lang, Choirmaster 
Steve Seaton, Custodian 
 

Church Council 
Brian Hoch, President; Jill Hojnacki, Vice-president, Jason Slough, Treasur-
er; Sharon Stofan, Secretary; Mike Biscay, Fritz Bloedow, Randy Hyter, 
David Jerman,  John Kern, Cindy Kirk, Christy Lazaris, Diane Porter, LaVon-
da Rodgers, Steve Seaton,  Lorraine Willoughby, Pastor Billmeier 
 

Parish Office Information 
Tuesday-Friday—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Phone:  419-243-8189     Fax:  419-243-8180 
Secretary Email:  stlucasoffice@gmail.com 
Pastor Email:  pastorstlucas@gmail.com 
Cindy’s Corner: 419-724-1908  stlucascindyscorner@gmail.com 
Website:  www.stlucastoledo.org 
 

Northwest Ohio Synod  
Evangelical Lutheran Church In America 
621 Bright Road, Findlay, Ohio  45840 
1-419-423-3664 
Bishop: Rev. Daniel Beaudoin 
Website:  www.nwos-elca.org 
 

mailto:stlucasoffice@gmail.com
mailto:pastorstlucas@gmail.com

